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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establisbment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:' 
rvl the international application as originally filed 



| | the description: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



1 | the claims: 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 



pages 



, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages _ _ 

pages — 

pages 



, as originally filed 



_ , filed with the demand 



_ 9 filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or ^shed to this Authority in the language in which 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
n the language ofpublicationof the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 1 language of me translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exanunatron (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). f . _ 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the mtemaUonal 
• W elmunS equation was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing, 
contained in the international application in written form. 
Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. ,. cr , nOTire in a- 
H The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
— intpmfltional aoolication as filed has been furnished. 
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been furnished. 

4. O The amendments have resulted in the canceUation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig 



r-l This report has been established as if (some of) the agents hac Lnot taj made, since they have been considered to go 
5 - □ beyond tne disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

Documents : 

Document 1: JP 01-009803 A (Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.), 

13 January 198 9 

Document 2: JP 03-153523 A (Kao Corp.), 01 July 1991 

Explanation: 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 1-18 are 
disclosed in document 1; therefore, they lack novelty and do 
not involve an inventive step. The production methods are 
the same; thus, it is thought that the characteristics of 
the porous metal oxide flakes that are obtained will also be 
the same. It is indicated that that the flakes are useful as 
a starting material for a cosmetic, a filler for various 
industrial substances, or the like; however, such 
applications are merely design matters. 

In addition, the inventions that are set forth in 
claims 1, 4 and 6-16 are disclosed in document 2; therefore, 
they lack novelty and do not involve an inventive step. It 
is indicated that the flakes are useful as a carrier for a 
pigment, and it is merely a design matter to apply the 
flakes as a starting material for a cosmetic, fillers for 
various industrial substances, or the like. 
Form PCT/TPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Claim 18 cites the "method for producing porous 
metal oxide flakes that is set forth in claim 11." 
However, claim 11 pertains to a "coating composition. 
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